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Double Contrast Gastrointestinal Radiology with Endoscopic Correlation. Igor Laufer (00) pp 723 £45.50 Eastboume: Saunders 1979 This is a welcome publication on current practice in double contrast radiology of the gastrointestinal tract. Edited by Igor Laufer, it contains other contributions from American, British, Anglo-American, Dutch and Japanese authors. Principles and technical aspects are discussed and diseases of the oesophagus, stomach, small bowel and colon described. Chapter 10 compares striking colour photographs of endoscopic appearances and pathological specimens with corresponding X-ray views.
The text perhaps attempts to be too comprehensive, which inevitably leads to some dismissive or slightly misleading statements, but is on the whole a mixture of sound common sense and healthy controversy. Thus we are told that hypotonic duodenography with a tube may be performed as a last resort -with which we would certainly all agree; while elsewhere we learn that small bowel enemas should virtually replace the small bowel meal-with which, equally certainly, we would not all agree.
The illustrations are superb though regrettably those in the section on early gastric cancer are, unlike the rest, in positive form. These figures constantly reflect an expertise which we all should strive to equal. It may be that the techniques described here represent the approach of a radiologist in an ideal world; such a plethora of views and liberal use of glucagon would soon have departmental budget holders in the UK called to account, but the book is none the worse for that. It is a fine atlas of gastrointestinal disease and can be thoroughly recommended.
BRIAN MTHOMAS

Consultant Radiologist University College Hospital. London
BoneTumours: Diagnosis,Treatment and Prognosis Andrew G Huvos pp 478 £23.50 Eastboume: Saunders 1979 Unlike some of its predecessors, this book deals only with tumours of bones and makes no mention of those conditions that arise in joints. The classification used is a simple one based on what tissue the tumour cell is producing and whether it does so in a benign or malignant manner. Within these parameters the book is comprehensive.
Each section is followed by a long list of references, but as on average only half of them are referred to in the text, bibliography might be a better term. There are very many excellent illustrations and the publishers are to be complimented on their reproduction of radiographs and histological fields.
In the preface, Dr Huvos indicates that he is presenting his personal philosophy, and as that is based on material and records from the Memorial Hospital for Cancer and Allied Diseases, it represents a considerable experience. This comes through clearly in the discussion of differential diagnosis, prognosis and the results of treatment regimes. It is particularly impressive in the rarer conditions; for instance, 39 cases of haemangioendothelioma of bone seen at the one hospital are discussed. That controversy is not shirked, either, is shown by a full discussion of malignant fibrous histiocytoma.
Bone tumours are fortunately not a common finding in general orthopaedic practice. This means that many of us have no opportunity to become over-familiar with the problems they present. With this volume on the book shelf many of these problems will be considerably eased.
CCHBYNIl
Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon Good Hope District General Hospital SuttonColdfield, West Midlands
Biochemical Disorders of the Skeleton Roger Smith pp 293 £19.50 London: Butterworths 1979 This new book on bone diseases was primarily written as part of a series on postgraduate orthopaedics. There is certainly much that will be found useful to orthopaedic surgeons, but I feel that physicians and radiologists would also find this a most valuable reference book. It starts with an up-to-date account of the physiology of bone and the control of plasma calcium which includes a useful, and perhaps sobering, mention of some of the major gaps w'hich remain. These gaps include normal bone growth which, as the author says, is an astonishing process ofwhich we know very little. There is a particularly lucid account of the chemistry of collagen.
In the chapters which follow, most metabolic and inherited bone diseases are mentioned. The emphasis on each does to some extent reflect the author's own clinical interests; there are particularly full accounts of Paget's disease of bone and of osteogenesis imperfecta. In each case full information is given on the pathophysiology of the disorders, but some readers may be disappointed by the rather limited space which is devoted to the management of these disorders. The author does, however, indicate the considerable difficulties which limit any attempt to be dogmatic about treatment, and useful references to the current literature (including 1978)are provided.
A number of books in this field have recently appeared and my own view is that, at present, this is a book of first choice for the clinician who investigates these patients.
C R PA1iBRSON
Senior Lecturer ill Biochemical Medicine V"ivers/ty of Dundee
